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VILLAGE CHRISTMAS PARTY
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Description automatically generated]A massive thank you to everybody who helped to make the Christmas party such a success! The committee could not put this event on without the many volunteers who help to decorate the barn, set up all the tables and chairs and turn up on Saturday morning to help with clearing up the debris, washing up, taking down the decorations and returning the tables and chairs to storage. It was fantastic that so many villagers showed up to help.
Special thanks go to Mr and Mrs Pitt-Rivers for once again giving us the use of the stunning Tithe Barn and for providing logs for the fire. Thank you to DJ Warren ‘The Wolfe’ for providing the backing music for the carols and the 12 Days of Christmas and for getting the party rocking!  Many thanks to Santa (aka Kevin Peto-Bostick) and to Gina and Robin for providing their beautiful snowman.
This year over 100 villagers joined the party to celebrate Christmas with their friends in the village.  The buffet table was brimming, and the singing of the 12 Days of Christmas was possibly the loudest and most entertaining ever!  We have heard on the grapevine that some groups are already practicing their routines for next year – with competition for the 5 Gold Rings already mounting.




[image: A room with tables and chairs

Description automatically generated]


PICTURE REMOVED FROM ONLINE COPY









Village Carol Singing
On Thursday December 14th, a group of carollers went around the village singing carols and Christmas songs to raise money for ‘HomeStart’, a local charity based in Sturminster.
The group of about nineteen, was made up of villagers (including several children), John playing the accordion and Andrew the clarinet. We were also very pleased to be joined by Sarah from ‘Home Start’ and her family.
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The evening turned out to be a fantastic event:
Firstly, it wasn’t raining!! This in itself was something of a miracle after the previous several very soggy weeks.
Secondly, we had a super group of people who turned up to sing and play – thank you so much to everyone who gave up their time to come along and support the carolling group.
Thirdly, all the households on whose doors we knocked (apologies if we didn’t manage to get to you) were welcoming and generous.
Fourthly, when we reached Pauline and John’s house, we were welcomed with an amazing feast of hot sausages, sausage rolls, mince pies and mulled wine, very much appreciated by all.
Finally, thanks to your kindness and generosity, we raised an incredible total of £244.31 for ‘Home Start’.
A huge thank you for your generous support from all the carolling group and we send you good wishes for a healthy, happy and peaceful 2024.



THANK YOU FROM GEMMA, ANDY, ISABELLE AND HENLEY

It is so difficult to write a thank you message when there really are no words that come even close to expressing our gratitude to everybody in our beautiful village for the love and generosity shown to our family throughout this year - and now at Christmas. 
On Christmas Eve we were presented with the proceeds of the White Horse’s Christmas raffle, and we were totally overwhelmed. Andy and I are so grateful to everybody involved – those who provided prizes and donated vouchers, everybody who brought tickets and especially to Mel, Andy, Sarah and Celia for making the whole thing happen.
So, thank you everybody, from the bottom of our hearts.
Wishing you all a Very Happy New Year
Love Gemma, Andy, Isabelle and Henley
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On the 3rd December the elves at the Hinton Hubb hosted a festive film afternoon.  The children of the village were treated to popcorn, popping candy and hot chocolate, whilst watching Elf on the big screen.  Incredibly as the children made their way home – snow began to fall around the village hall!
Millennium Garden Update

It is a quiet time for the garden just now so I will take the opportunity to sum up the year and outline some plans for the future. Our aim is to maintain the garden and it’s features wherever possible, to create a shared space for the community while making it as much of a wildlife haven as we can.
Regular visitors will have noticed a number of changes over the year. The overgrown laurel and yew branches from the entrance have been cut away leaving a wider, more obvious route into the garden. The greatest change however has been the removal by the Hinton St Mary Estate of the two large fir trees which in high winds lost large branches into the roadway. The laurel hedge in the orchard has now been cut back to allow it to regenerate so that it can be kept trimmed into shape. This will give much more room around the apple trees and a wider sunny area, which is good news for our reptile refuges and for butterflies and other insects. 
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Description automatically generated]An addition to the orchard area this year was the second wildlife friendly planted bed which bloomed late into the Autumn bringing colour and life until late in the year, thanks to the work of Sue and John East. We also made the decision to remove the old water feature which has not worked for many years. Due to the underlying structure of mesh and pond liner it could no longer be used for planting, despite many attempts to find suitable species. We still need to remove the pond liner and build up the area but hope to introduce more spring bulbs and also shade loving plants for summer.
The existing shrubs have been thinned out to allow light into the garden, so we are excited to see what will reveal itself this year and to plan accordingly. The maze repainting was successful in helping us to maintain this well-loved feature and we hope that this can be repeated before the Village Open Gardens.
We held a number of events this year, joining with the Hinton Hub for a Plant Sale in May and the Garden Autumn Tidy Up in November, despite a heavy frost. 
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Description automatically generated]On behalf of the village, I would like to thank the regular team of Millennium Garden Volunteers, Sue and John East and Jo Curtis for their work over the year. Richard Collins, John East and Robin Gibbs for grass cutting. Phil Curtis for doing all the most difficult cutting and moving work and Michelle of the Estate Office for organising the chipping after the November clear up. Also,  Liz Collins for looking after the maze for us and backing us up whenever we asked for help throughout the year and not forgetting those who give us their support at clean-up events and plant sales.

Gwyn James
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 THE MONTHLY VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING
TUESDAY 6th FEBRUARY
                               10.30 – 12.00

The cost is £1.50– for as much coffee or tea as you can drink and as many biscuits
as you can eat.

Councillors ignore advice to approve homes on Dorset garage site
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THE conversion of a redundant garage and two MoT bays into two houses has been approved – against the advice of planning officers.
Dorset councillors on the northern area planning committee were told that Turks Garage at Marnhull Road, Hinton St Mary, on the main road through the village, is adjacent to two listed buildings with a public footpath running along one side of the site and sits within the Conservation Area.
The plans include converting the single-storey garage and the two-storey building it is attached to into one home with a second, two-bed home, to the rear of the site, converted from the MoT double bay, with a garden in between the two.
The building to the front, of three bedrooms, was proposed to be partially clad in timber boarding.
Area planning committee members were told that there were concerns about the rear Mot-bay conversion which it was said would have inadequate amenity space.
Council planning officers recommended refusal because of the inappropriate design and materials which was said to be detrimental to the Conservation Area. They were also concerned about the small amount of private space proposed for the Mot bays conversion.
The meeting heard that the garage business was closed and no longer viable with the owners wanting to retire. There had been no interest in anyone taking on the site as a commercial concern.
A planning agent said that the proposals have the support of the community.
Celia Wright from the parish council told the planning committee that Hinton St Mary had an eclectic mix of buildings in a range of designs and styles. She said that despite concerns from Dorset Council about the cladding for the main building there were five other properties nearby with full or partial cladding, one of which had been suggested by a council planning officer.
“The current Turks Garage with a part metal shed and dis-used fuel pump does little to enhance our village,” she said, arguing that the proposed changes met planning guidance, were appropriate and would enhance the village. She said the parish council was not aware of any residents who objected.
Proposing agreeing the changes Cllr Carole Jones said that, despite the officers’ concerns, she believed the new buildings would be an improvement and would create two new homes in a village where nobody appeared to have objected to the changes.
Exert from the front page of the Dorset Echo of the 21st December 2023.
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Hello Hinton 

Thank you so much for all your support over Christmas and the New Year.  We have had a really busy and exciting Christmas thanks to all our lovely guests.  Over Christmas we held a collection for the Vale Pantry, which was donated on Christmas eve, thank you to all who contributed.  We also had a raffle which raised £1000 for an amazing family, again thank you so much to all those who helped and contributed.  

A couple of forthcoming events in the New Year to beat away the January Blues;

7th January Mark & Jane’s Quiz at 7 pm teams of up to 6 people only £2 per person entry.

25th January Burns night – Details to follow. 

4th February Mark & Jane’s Quiz night – look out for special offers on our beers.

From 7th of February until the 21st February we are taking a break to allow us to touch up the pub before summer and to have a little holiday.   We will be back raring to go on Wednesday 21st of February.

Thank you again for all your support and from all of us at The White Horse. 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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Description automatically generated]Christmas Concert Party at “The Exchange”
If you are looking for some optimism for the New Year with all the 
doom and gloom abroad then it might help to reflect on the number
of articles that appear in “The Mosaic” (and other publications) 
which recognizes the generosity of so many people and the efforts 
made in putting on uplifting community events. 

This is but just one more. 

On Saturday 16th December, the Sturminster Newton Orchestra, 
which is entirely community based, put on their Christmas Concert.

What was on offer was not just an eclectic programme of music, with pieces from Mozart, Duke Ellington and seasonal music, but a great social gathering aftewards in the “Bow Room” with complimentary drinks and nibbles.  This provided a wonderful opportunity to listen to feedback from our audience about their favourite music and their useful critiques. 
Once again, we had a “Full House” with the audience enjoying our debut performance of “The Polar Express” – a suite of music from the animated film. This was probably the most challenging score we have ever played, with sections that changed, not just in tempo, but keys with more sharps than a Covid Vaccination Centre and others with more flats than Tower Hamlets.
We would like to express our sincere thanks to all those from Hinton St Mary who attended and contributed so generously towards our good cause. With your help we raised over £600 for the Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance – a truly amazing sum.
With best wishes to all for a foot-tapping New Year, we will keep you posted on the dates for our forthcoming concerts.
John Harding (for Sturminster Newton Orchestra)
[bookmark: _Hlk77774914][image: ]
	  
                            Date
	       
          Service

	Sunday  7th January  9.30 a.m.
	Holy Communion BCP

	Sunday 14th January 9.30 a.m.
	Morning Prayer – BCP 

	Sunday 21st January 9.30 a.m.
	Morning Prayer - CW

	Sunday 28th January 9.30 a.m.
	Holy Communion - CW




The Church is open daily for sanctuary and prayer.
Happy New Year to everyone.
In accord with common practice, Salisbury and other Dioceses now offer the common cup at Eucharist for the Sacrament. Communicants unwilling to receive wine are welcome to receive just the bread.
All queries relating to Church-related support and services should be directed to the Vicar or the Churchwardens.
Vicar: The Revd. Mary Gubbins, The Vicarage, Sturminster Newton.
01258 721704 – 07440 680387 - revd.mary.gubbins@gmail.com
Churchwardens:
	Robin Gibbs
01258 471493
robin@aviaconsult.uk 
	Kevin Peto-Bostick
01258 475469
kevin.peto.bostick@gmail.com



Village Hall Newsletter January 2024.
Committee Booking Clerk required for 2024.
Sorry to say we have still not received any enquiries from the Village Parish residents for a replacement for the position of VH Booking Clerk. We aim to make this position easier than in past years with a different approach; Bookings by emails but still phone enquiries if preferred by some, Keys to be held on site within a number coded keyed Key Box, (therefore no need for anyone to visit your property!) Payments for hire paid direct to VH online banking but open to suggestions.   
 This position is very important for the Village but not very time consuming, we have several repeat bookings so very easy to manage, 30 mins a week, 1 spread sheet update at the beginning of each month confirming bookings for the next month, a few new clients may need to be shown around the facilities at which time another member may be available to assist.  
Please contact me or Chris Andrews if anyone may be interested in this position and we will explain full details.
Chris Hardiman, VH Chairman.  Please Phone 471628.
Chris Andrews.  Please phone: 473107.
Date for our AGM 28th Feb 2024, @7 pm. 
Meeting open to all Parish residents so please attend to support your Village Hall.

Telephone Lines - Digital Switchover Information

By 2025 most customers with a landline will be switched over to a digital system. This involves switching off a specific piece of kit in the telephone exchange – a copper line.  The copper line was installed in over 5500 telephone exchanges back in the 80s but the technology is old, there are no longer parts and the labour needed for this technology has largely retired.
The BT group own all the equipment at the Exchange and work with many suppliers, (Open Reach, Sky, Talk Talk and so on).
The Copper lines will be switched off and the system will move to using glass fibre, which is better and faster.
Instead of the line coming into a wall socket in which you plug your phone, a small white box needs to be installed by an engineer from Open Reach, you will then be provided with a router.
Your phone then simply needs to be plugged into the router.
Nothing changes in terms of your telephone number, no increase in price but this system does provide an enhanced scam protection which is good news as it uses AI.  You will also be able to use the new system (BT calls this Digital Voice – other suppliers will have similar names) for three-way calling, which is good for families/friends.
This process is being rolled out now, and is due to be completed by 2025, you will be contacted by your supplier.
HOWEVER, there are a group of people who will carry on using the existing system for a longer period. These are:
· Anyone that has no mobile signal at all in their area
· Vulnerable people with additional needs
· Those with healthcare pendants/alarms
· The Elderly
· Those with landline only (and no internet)
If you have someone with health conditions or who is vulnerable at home, you need to inform your supplier.  If there is a power cut, the phone will NOT work and therefore your supplier is able to provide a backup battery system (4 hours).
For any further information, please contact your landline provider.
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Description automatically generated]Tickets for SNADS’ next Pantomime - ALADDIN - are already selling well at The Exchange, so do make sure you don’t miss getting the seats you want because someone else got there first!
Prices?
Adults £15.00, Under 18s £10 and Family of 4 £40.00 (4 x £10)
Performances?
Thursday 15th February: 1 pm Matinée  6 pm Performance
Friday 16th February: 7.30 pm Performance
Saturday 17th February: 2 pm Matinée  7 pm Performance





The Vale Pantry                              Councillor Carole Jones
The Vale Pantry is a community food store that is open to any family or individual who finds themselves struggling.  For some, this may be a temporary measure due to a large bill, or a family crisis, but for others, help is needed in the longer term.
The Vale Pantry first opened in November 2020 with funding from the Medical Centre, today it currently works with around 360 households at any time, containing around 400 children.  Whilst people come to the Pantry initially for food – this is just where the work starts.  
Uncovering the many issues behind food insecurity allows us to offer help, strategies, mentoring, and much more with the aim of getting people back on their feet again, - we call this a hand up and not a handout.  
Offering a full range of fresh, chilled, and ambient foods, our members (those we accept to join the Pantry) can choose their own foods, unlike the food bank model where people are simply given a box of packets and tins, this provides dignity as people feel as though they are shopping in a normal way.  We ask for a contribution of £7 on each shop to help with our costs, (the actual cost to us is in the region of £23) and the value of the food taken home is in the region of £25-£50.
We have to purchase the food we need, without the major supermarkets locally, we don’t get the ‘dump bins’ you see in the larger supermarkets which go to the Food Banks, currently, we purchase through Fareshare, Morrisons with a bulk ordering account, a fruit and veg wholesaler and butcher.  Our current costs run into £20K every month – it’s a challenge.
We ask those needing help to register with us online at valepantry.co.uk, some financial questions are asked and once we receive the application, we will call and ask further in-depth questions to ensure we can help, and, that they are truly in need.
When we first opened, we began to see that several families had children who were autistic, mostly, these had become single-parent families through the ensuing stresses.  Through some funding from the National Lottery, we were able to set up a support group, which continues to meet at Stour Connect on Monday mornings, with a separate group starting now in Gillingham also – both groups now operate independently but so many families have found real help and support through meeting others in the same situation.

Cont ….
We also saw that a number of people were not familiar with some ingredients and needed help with cooking from scratch.  We began to offer ‘Recipe Bags’ – these contained every ingredient and a step-by-step guide to creating a nutritious family meal, using fresh ingredients from scratch.  Our bags have been hugely popular, and we have found that as people’s confidence grew, better and healthier food choices were made as they came in to shop, and 58% of our members now eat more fresh fruit and vegetables and 49% say they are eating less ultra-processed food.
There are many reasons why people find themselves in difficulty, these include: low wages and high rents, illness, domestic violence, homelessness, family breakups, mental health issues, unemployment, and much else.
We have our own dedicated Citizen’s Advisor who provides a number of face-to-face appointments each week and helps with several issues, and through this help, a number of households are able to step back from the Pantry as they are able to cope better financially.
We run a number of initiatives such as providing slow cookers to 50 families in order to receive energy consumption with one pot meals, warm winter coats for children, we can help those in crisis for some white goods such as cookers, fridges and so on, this last year we were donated some 150 duvets & pillows which all found homes through our families and so much more.  If someone has a need, we go the extra mile to sort it!  We have managed to source everything from flooring to beds.
At the end of last year, we were given a Van which enables us to go to those households who cant get to us, - 35% of those in social housing have no car, and some simply can't afford the fuel – so our outreach service is known as ‘Pantry on Tour’!
Around 70% of the volunteer hours given come from those who have needed or need our help.  This has had a truly transformational effect providing a number of people with a sense of purpose and belonging.  We are so lucky to have around 50 amazing volunteers who give so much and without whom we could not do what we do.  Last year we were able to help 128 families back on their feet, - and this year that number is in excess of a further 190 families – this is what it’s all about!
We have been able to employ a Pantry Manager through Lottery Funding, and this has enabled us to broaden the help we can provide, and we are now able to take the next exciting step in Pantry Life!  We are taking new, larger premises in the New Year on the Butts Pond Estate, the space will enable us to build a cookery education area so we can provide hands-on cookery lessons to adults, and in school holidays to children as well.  Our seated-style area will provide a safe and warm space for people to simply come and sit, chat, get the help they need, or just meet others.  Our Toddler play area means children can play whilst parents or carers can have a cuppa. We aim to run a Breakfast Club for youngsters on their way to school – as we know too many are arriving at school not having eaten.  We will be able to run activities, run group work and so much more.
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The works needed have been costed at over £85K – so my role has been to find the funds needed and we are getting there, (it’s a never-ending exhausting task constantly writing funding bids).  Our costs will rise once we are in larger premises with rent and utilities and we are driving a campaign to ask those that can to consider helping us with a monthly standing order, no matter how small, every pound we receive helps us become more sustainable going forwards and allows us to plan for how many families we can help.
If you can help us – we would so appreciate it.  Our details are:  The Blackmore Vale Charity, Sort Code 51 81 01, A/C 82763852.  We are a registered charity.
If you might like to know more, please don’t hesitate to contact me, Carole Jones (incidentally, your local Councillor as well on Dorset Council) at carole@valepantry.co.uk, Tel: 07968 348481




IF YOU LIVE IN HINTON ST MARY AND DO NOT RECEIVE A COPY OF THE MOSAIC EVERY MONTH – PLEASE LET NIGEL KNOW ON 07710 088322 OR EMAIL DJNMARTIN@BTINTERNET.COMTo enquire about or to book the village hall please call Chris Andrews on 01258 473107.


Please let us have any articles, notices, celebrations,, information, items for sale, trusted traders etc you would like to have included in next month’s Mosaic.  Deadline 24th of the Month. Thank you.  Janet, Jo & Nigel.
janetbolton25@hotmail.co.uk    jo.martin99@btinternet.com

Keep abreast of all things ‘HSM’ on the village facebook page: Hinton St Mary Village Group and the Hinton St Mary Website:
http://www.hintonstmary.com where all previous copies of The Mosaic are also available.

Thank you to our Sponsors and Advertisers:
Mr & Mrs Pitt Rivers, Hinton St Mary Parish Council, St Peter’s Church, HSM Village Hall Committee.










Trusted Traders

These are tradesman/workers who have been personally recommended by villagers.  Please let us have details of anybody who has done a great job for you.  Thank you.

	COMPUTER HELP
	TIM WEST
	01258 817537 sturcomputers@hotmail.co.uk

	CURTAINS, BLINDS, TRACKS, FABRICS &
FITTING (Marnull)
	THE CURTAIN MAN 
(Anna & Tony)
	01258 821117 thecurtainmanshop@gmail.com

	CARPENTRY/JOINERY
	NIGEL BASTABLE 
	01258 860459  www.nigelbastable.co.uk

	CARPENTRY (& WOODEN FLOORS) 
	GARY CORCORAN
	07920557651 gccarpentry@hotmail.co.uk

	ADVICE ONLY WITH WASPS & BEES
	TED EYRES
	472154

	PEST CONTROL
	MARK GOULD
(Rats, Wasps, Moles & Fleas)
	07999 957694 mark_gould2@btconnect.com


	BUILDERS
	ANDREW TRIM
	07939 541128

	FENCING & REPAIRS            
	DAVID WHITEHAND       
	07549 151 799

	BOILER MAINTENANCE       
	BOB JONES & SON        
	01963 362 502

	CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING        
	CASTLE GUARD CLEANING
	01202 715 115

	GROUNDWORK & HARD LANDSCAPING   
	KEIRAN HARVEY
	07792 250 347

	BUILDING & RENOVATION
	MARK GORDGE            
	07941 443 306

	ROOFING
	BEN GIBBS ROOFING
	07912 655095 Bengibbs.roof@gmail.com 

	SCAFFOLDING
	EDW SCAFFOLDING
	07474 552259 elwin1965@icloud.com  

	PRINTING
	PROPRINT STALBRIDGE
	01747 851417 sales@proprint2k.co.uk




                      NIGEL BASTABLE LTD           
                              CARPENTRY & JOINERY
                                The Building Yard – Hinton St Mary
Doors, Windows, Wardrobes, Stairs, Kitchens, Cupboards, Bookcases Etc.
                                          Renovations and Repairs
                                                  01258 860459  
 nigelbastable@btinternet.com    www.nigelbastable.co.uk






Turk’s Garage
MOT’s, servicing and repairs         
All makes and models  
                    
Mr. S.J. Chatfield
01258 472 686
Marnhull Road, Hinton St Mary
DT10 1NG
BB
BIGGER BITES
Nicholson’s Yard, Hinton St Mary
www.biggerbites.co.uk

Event catering covering the Southwest & beyond
Breakfast - Burgers - Pulled Pork – Hot & Cold Drinks
Jonathan Murray
0990 703 573
Jossmurray001@gmail.com
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                                                                                    Rose’s Yard, Hinton St Mary– Air B and B

Self-Contained first floor annex,           sleeping  4 in the centre of the village.
 	
Contact: 

jo.martin99@btinternet.com
Jo 07860 612412 
Or book through Air B and B






	BLANDFORD HOSPITAL SHOP WAREHOUSE.
Saturday 6th January 2024

10   -  12 midday
Old Poisedale Building,  Hinton St. Mary
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    Taxi Car

    Courteous Lady Driver

     Tel:  01258 820 526 

     Mob: 07929 983095 
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