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A New Addition to the Millenium Garden

Gwyn James

Hinton St Mary now has its own Bug Hotel constructed as part of our project to encourage wildlife into the garden.
We still have plenty of space to add useful materials so this will be an ongoing venture as we look at creating a more
wildlife friendly garden.
The whole garden and created habitats like our bug hotel provide spaces for insects of many types …… just a quick
overview of why we think this is important.








Many insects especially bees, wasps, and hoverflies, are
pollinators.
Insects like ladybirds, hoverflies and lacewings help keep pests,
such as aphids under control in our gardens.
Insects like woodlice and millipeds help by breaking down soil,
compost and rotting wood. Millipedes are great at recycling
nutrients back into the soil.
Spiders are part of the pest control in our homes and gardens,
while wasps help keep pests such as caterpillars under control.
They spend their summers seeking out aphids, flies, caterpillars,
and other bugs - many of them pests - to feed to their larvae.
Many beetles also prey on other insects.
Centipedes help control bugs in the soil itself.
Insects also provide food for other animals such as birds,
hedgehogs, badgers, frogs, and toads.

For solitary bees, home-made bug hotels and wildlife stacks provide a great place for them to live and lay their eggs.
Bug hotels also provide snug, safe places for insects to hibernate. Full of dark nooks and crannies and different
structures. Piles of dead wood, logs, leaf litter and dead vegetation are very popular with hibernating and breeding
insects, beetles, wood lice, lacewings and ladybirds in particular, two species important in the garden as lacewing
larvae and adult ladybirds and larvae consume insect pests.
Other animals may use our Bug Hotel such as hedgehogs, carnivores who will eat slugs, snails, and earth worms.
They need places to shelter and rest up during the day or during their nightly foraging sessions. Toads and frogs have
a similar diet including flies and other small bugs. Outside of the breeding season, frogs can roam up to 500 metres
from a breeding pond. Common toads travel up to five kilometres from their breeding sites. Piles of rocks and logs
give frogs and toads spaces to shelter in during winter, opportunities to escape from predators and offer shade in
hot summers. They are also great places to forage in for food.
We will continue to work on other spaces for creatures in the garden. Tall plants around the bug hotel will help
amphibians keep cool, and pots and bricks have been left to provide shelter for them. Keeping the dead stems of
plants to one side, can give many insects and bugs a great place to shelter. The hollow stems of herbaceous plants
and shrubs are particularly useful for hibernating minibeasts and larvae. Maybe slow worms will find our compost
heap!
We hope to encourge families to take an interest in this fantastic space, which already attracts so many birds, insects
and small mammals, by making insect life more visible to visitors to the garden and perhaps we will include the
occassional event to build interest in the wildlife that is on our doorstep. Watch this Space!

Community Seed and Plant Share

Liz Collins

Many thanks to all those who contributed plants for the community plant share in the Millennium Garden
on May 15th and hopefully went home with new ones to plant. We had to postpone from the previous
week when the weather was too stormy, but were luckier this time, although very grateful to Anthea and
John Harding for loaning their gazebo so we had shelter when the showers did strike. It was particularly
good to meet some of the newcomers who have moved into the village during the Covid restrictions.
Although this was not intended as a fund raising event we had some very generous donations and have
nearly £40 to put towards incidental expenses for maintenance and planned family activities. At the time
of writing there are still a few plants available in the garden and we will leave them there until after the
work party on the 22nd and then anything remaining will be donated to The Pantry in Sturminster.
Particular thanks to Robin Gibbs for cutting the rough grass near the picnic bench and the paths through
the orchard area. The plan is to leave the remainder of the grass there long until the end of July and then
cut and clear the grass in order to encourage more wildflowers.

HINTON ST. MARY HEDGEHOGS.
It has been wonderful to hear that the hedgehogs of the village have still
been active and providing so much entertainment to us all.
As the weather should hopefully start warming up over the next months,
a simple shallow dish of water (not milk as hogs are lactose intolerant)
left in the garden really helps them as they can so easily become dehydrated.
The Dorset Mammal Group are hosting a Hedgehog conference in Dorchester on the 18th September. It will
include talks from experts such as Hugh Warwick and Dr. Nigel Reeve, as well as members of the DMG.
If anyone is interested in attending, more information and tickets are available at www.eventbrite.u.k.
I shall again be keeping a record of hedgehog sightings in the village, so please e-mail me with the
details. This can be of live or dead sightings. Just let me know the date and location and I will log it.
Becky Conduit. rebeccaconduit@aol.com

EXTRA Coffee Morning
We have not had a chance to meet and welcome all the new people who have come to Hinton during lockdown.
We will have a Coffee Morning on Saturday, 26th June at the Village Hall. 10.30 – 12 midday
We hope a lot of newbies and oldies will come.

Any queries to Janet Bolton 472300

The Yard

Alice Fox-Pitt

Well, we were so excited in the May mosaic issue. William was heading to the US for a tilt at a fourth Rolex Kentucky
title. After a trouble-free journey and a wonderful dressage Oratorio and William were flying round the cross country
only to fall at the third last fence. We were all glued to our screens here and it was so gutting!
Unfortunately that has put paid to Olympic selection so for the first time since 2000 William won’t be involved with
Team GB for the Olympics. The upside is that all focus now turns to Kazu and his preparation for Tokyo, his home
Olympics. His three horses are very much on track. He gained the last qualification he needed last week and is now
very much in count down mode. The question is of course still, will it go ahead?
Team Fox Pitt have had other success. Jessica Rimmer won the under 21 British team trial at Bicton this month and
now heads for the major trial at Houghton Hall in Norfolk.
Rowan Laird is also competing at Houghton this week with his smart up and coming Star.
We are very pleased to have secured another two-year sponsorship with Jeep. They have been with us since 2012
and it is incredible having such an iconic brand associated with the team. If anyone is interested in Jeeps let us know
as we have a great relationship with them and they are always keen to help.
This month the team have been working hard on the young horses. We have everything here from foals to mature
competition horses. While the process starts with the babies you can’t compete them until they are five so it is a
long process as they don’t tend to be ready for Badminton and the big stuff until they are ten. William loves the
whole process and has a great nursery and system to bring the horses through confidently.
We hope to have news of an open day next month so hopefully we can welcome you all to come and see the horses
and find out more about the team.
Thank you again for your patience with horses hacking in the village, apologies if we hold you up!

The Estate

Alice Fox-Pitt

This month on the farm has been all about rain. It has been dotty that we have gone from drought to the river nearly
breaking its banks. Hopefully for Mark and the team it has stopped in time for the first cut of silage to start this
week.
We had our first ‘cluster’ meeting this month. This is an initiative Mark has worked hard to pull together. I
mentioned it previously but it felt really real when 20 farmers who farm between Durweston bridge and King’s Mill
on the Stour came together for our first meeting to discuss best practise and share ideas. The whole initiative is to
try to help improve water quality in the Stour and it is clearly not something any one farmer can do alone.
Mark gave a really good presentation in the grain store describing the various initiatives we are hoping to develop
here at Hinton, particularly looking at wetland areas at Fiddleford where there is a big colony of snipe and a
particularly wet field below home farm which has a huge variety of wild flowers including orchids. It felt like a great
start and a really good opportunity to connect with neighbours, which was even nicer than usual after the year we
have all had.
Conversations have been continuing with Peter Guest regarding the proposed dig later this summer. The estate is
looking forward to hosting the campsite for the archaeologists and Chris Hardiman and the village hall team have
been fantastic in making available their facilities.
Last summer we dealt with terrible problems at Cutt Mill during the good weather. There was an unsustainable
number of people down there causing significant access problems, seriously anti-social behaviour and major
problems for the Jeans family who farm over the river. People were littering, defaecating and causing a significant
risk to the Jeans’ cows who graze in the meadows. In association with Highways we have had to change the lay out
at Cutt Mill. There is of course proper bridleway and footpath access but parking on estate land by the mill at the
bottom of the hill is now completely restricted. With most people staying in the UK this summer pressure will mount
on spots like this so following risk assessments and much consultation the parking has been gated off. If anyone has
any questions regarding Cutt Mill please come and see me or get in touch via the website:
www.hintonstmaryestate.com

St Peter’s Services
June 2021
This month all services will be held as usual at 9.30 am
Date
Sunday 6th
Sunday 13th
Sunday 20th
Sunday 27rd

Service
Holy Communion - BCP
Morning Prayer - Lay led
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer

COVID-19 precautions are in place to protect the congregation and members
of the ministry. Please note that face masks should be worn and social distancing observed at all times.
All queries relating to Church-related support and services should be directed to the Church Wardens
Robin Gibbs
Tele: 01258 471493
robin@aviaconsult.uk

Kevin Peto-Bostick
Tele: 01258 475469
kevin.peto.bostick@gmail.com

or, The Rev Philippa Sargent, The Vicarage, Sturminster Newton
Tel: 01258 473905

A big thank you to Robin Gibbs, who has cleared a huge amount of undergrowth
from the right-hand side of the graveyard. Headstones, which hadn’t seen the light
of day for many years, are now visible and legible .

Hinton St Mary Telephone Box
We now have responsibility for the Telephone Box at the entrance to the village – the idea is to use
it as an Information Kiosk for the village, the Hinton Mosaic, etc. etc. – we could have information
on the history of the Village, the Tithe Barn, the Mosaic, and also information on local B&Bs, selfcatering etc. but we would welcome your ideas on what else you would like to see / use it for – we
have seen ideas in the Press for seed swaps, books, etc. but please could you get in touch with some
new ideas !
Susie Burbidge
01258 472 263
Local Village PC Liaison Officer

“Breaking Village News”
The Hinton St Mary Mosiac Archaeological Excavations 2021 have been confirmed. The Team of 22 will be arriving
on Saturday 14th August and camping in the Village for the duration of the Dig until 10th Sept.
More news next month’s edition.
Chris.

Spotlight on local business:

Nigel Bastable Ltd – Carpentry & Joinery
We are delighted to have taken over the old Poisedale unit in the building yard.
For three generations we have been providing a high-quality carpentry and joinery service in
Dorset, so we bring decades of pride in our craftmanship to add to our technical skills and
qualifications.

North

We are able to undertake any carpentry or joinery requirement, large or small, functional or grand, in a wide
range of timbers to a variety of finishes. We can create bespoke pieces to order or manufacture and fit and can
be entirely flexible around your requirements and specifications.
We are proud to be an Accoya® certified company. We are able to undertake any commissions and particularly
specialise in Listed Building, Conservation, Historic and Period buildings.
We also work with Local Authorities and are able to offer project management working with qualified
electricians and plumbers.
Please see our website: www.nigelbastable.co.uk for a more detailed selection of the work we undertake.
Nigel Bastable
Home/Office 01258 860459

Mobile 07939 206968

Email nigelbastable@btinternet.com

The Pantry, Sturminster Newton - “GROW A ROW”
The Pantry in Sturminster Newton, based in what was formerly Vale Travel, is desperate for donations – they are
currently helping almost 200 families a week so would be grateful for anything we can grow in our gardens.
Potatoes, beans, tomatoes, lettuce, carrots – you name it but everything will be welcomed.
So please can you find a space and grow something for them – you will be helping so much to feed local families who
are currently really struggling.
They are open for deliveries, I understand, on Thursdays, and are open for collections by families on Thursdays and
Saturdays.
Many thanks to you all.
Susie Burbidge
01258 572 263

Saira Francis is bringing her Vinyasa Flow Yoga
to Hinton St Mary at the Tythe Barn on Monday evenings at 7-8.30pm
Saira has been teaching yoga for a decade in and around her home in Milton
Abbas, and also runs yoga retreats in the South of England.
The Monday class is Mixed Ability which means it is suitable for all levels.
Vinyasa Flow yoga is an energetic practice which isn’t always suitable for
anyone with mobility issues or who struggles physically, so do get in touch
with Saira to find out if this class is right for you. Beginners are very welcome
and to get a feel for this style of yoga and what’s involved in the practice, see
www.youtube.com/mellulahyoga for some of Sairas online yoga videos to try
out for free.
Classes include, meditation, breath work, yoga poses and lovely long relaxations at the end! Do bring your own mat
if you have one, a blanket is also nice for the relaxation.
Bookings need to be made online, see www.mellulah.co.uk for details of how to book, call Saira on 01258 880505 or
email saira@mellulah.co.uk. Drop-in classes are £10 and bookings are flexible, you can cancel up to 12 hours before
a class to get a full refund.
Other classes in Dorset include, Hazelbury Bryan Village Hall and Milborne St Andrew Sports Club.
Saira is really delighted to be back to teaching classes in person again after so long online using zoom, the Tythe barn
is a beautiful space for yoga and Saira is looking forward to seeing her regular yogis from the area and meeting some
new ones along the way.

JUNE QUICK QUIZ
Dingbat: Surbmwance

Ditloid: 2 H on a C

Riddle: What has a head, a tail, is brown and has no legs

ANSWERS TO MAY QUICK QUIZ
Dingbat: Wedding Night

Ditloid: 7 Sides on a fifty pence piece

Riddle: David

FREE TO GOOD HOME
4 drawer foolscap filing cabinet. Good condition.
Celia & Charles Wright, 11 Veals Lane. 01258 4715858

Trusted Traders
These are tradesman/workers who have been personally recommended by villagers. Please let us have details of anybody who
has done a great job for you. Thank you.
COMPUTER HELP
GARDENER
ADVICE ONLY WITH WASPS & BEES
PEST CONTROL
JOINERY
BUILDERS
FENCING & REPAIRS
BOILER MAINTENANCE
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
GROUNDWORK & HARD LANDSCAPING
BUILDING & RENOVATION

TIM WEST
STEVE JOHNSON
TED EYRES
MARK GOULD
(Rats, Wasps, Moles & Fleas)
ANTHONY GILBERT
AGJ JOINERY
ANDREW TRIM
DAVID WHITEHAND
BOB JONES & SON
CASTLE GUARD CLEANING
KEIRAN HARVEY
MARK GORDGE

01258 817537 sturcomputers@hotmail.co.uk
07745 228527 steveofhinton@gmail.com
472154
07999 957694 mark_gould2@btconnect.com
01258 268134 ant_gilbert1@hotmail.co.uk
www.ajg-joinery.co.uk
07939 541128
07549 151 799
01963 362 502
01202 715 115
07792 250 347
07941 443 306

NIGEL BASTABLE LTD
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Doors, Windows, Wardrobes, Stairs, Kitchens, Cupboards, Bookcases Etc.
Renovations and Repairs
Child Okeford 01258 860459
nigelbastable@btinternet.com www.nigelbastable.co.uk

Rose’s Yard, Hinton St Mary– Air B and B
Self-Contained first floor annex, sleeping
4 in the centre of the village.
.Contact : jo.martin99@btinternet.com

Jo 07860 612412
Or book through Air B and B

Taxi Car
Courteous Lady Driver
Tel: 01258 820 526
Mob: 07929 983095

The Old Bank Bed & Breakfast
Comfortable, friendly Family Home in the centre of the
village.
The Old Bank, Burton St, Marnhull.
01258 821019
enquiry@theoldbank-marnhull.co.uk

Please let us have any articles, notices, celebrations,, information, items for sale, trusted traders etc you would like to have
included in next month’s Mosaic. Deadline 24 th of the Month. Thank you. Janet, Jo & Nigel.
janetbolton24@hotmail.co.uk jo.martin99@btinternet.com
Keep abreast of all things ‘HSM’ on the village facebook page: Hinton St Mary Village Group and the Hinton St Mary Website:
http://www.hintonstmary.com where all previous copies of The Mosaic are also available.
Thank you to our Sponsors and Advertisers:
Mr & Mrs Pitt Rivers, Hinton St Mary Parish Council, St Peter’s Church, HSM Village Hall Committee

